
March 16, 2021

Dear Mansfield Township School District Parents and Staff,

I hope this communication finds you and your families in good health. Roughly one year

ago, we announced that our school district was shifting to virtual instruction for a

two-week period due to Covid-19. Two weeks turned to four, four to eight, eight to the

end of the school year. The past six months have been challenging to say the least. Now,

at week 52, it is impossible not to reflect upon all that has been lost over the past year.

However, it is also appropriate to think about all the people in our community who have

come together to support each other.

I think of the tireless eff0rts of our staff to get our schools open and keep them

operating, our parents who have spent hours relearning math in order to help their

children, and our kids who come to school every day, in-person or virtually, to interact

and grow. As we begin to transition into the next three phases, at last night’s Mansfield

Township School District Board of Education Meeting the re-opening plan was

discussed and voted upon.

Please review the following update regarding the district’s reopening plans, Spring

Break, and its COVID-19 status.

I want to make you aware of the following so you have a clear understanding of the

transition phases:

● The mask requirement will still be in place for everyone.

● Busses cannot be guaranteed to be socially distanced.

● The increased amount of screen time for virtual students once we implement full

day instruction could equate to an additional 1.5 hours. Teachers will take into

consideration when creating lesson activities to limit screen time for virtual

students.



● Classrooms:

○ Desk barriers will be in place and each student will have their own.

○ May or may not be 6 feet socially distanced depending on the number of

students in the classroom.

○ Students will be separated as much as possible.  Students will not gather in

close proximity.

● Timing of Phases:

○ After much consideration, the timing of the phases are critical to properly

transition students back into the buildings.

○ The delivery and installation of student classroom desk barriers will not be

completed until after Spring Break.

Phase 4 - March 22 - 26, 2021

● On Monday, March 22, the district will transition to Phase 4 of its reopening

status. Speech only students and students with 504 plans will be welcomed back

for in-person learning five days.

● School Hours - 8:40am-12:50pm.

Phase 5 - March 29-April 23, 2021

● Beginning on Monday, March 29, we are welcoming our in-person A/B cohorts to

attend a full day of in-person instruction.

○ PreK, Kindergarten Students, Students with IEPs (ESERS) , 504 Students,

Speech Only Students will attend five full days of instruction a week.

○ Following, social distancing guidelines, lunch will be provided and

students will participate in recess.

○ School Hours - 8:40am - 3:25pm

● Further communication will be coming from your child’s building principal.

Phase 6 - April 26-June 22, 2021

● Beginning on Monday, April 26, both schools will combine their A/B cohorts into

one.

○ Students participating in the in-person instructional model will be able to

attend school five days a week for a full day of instruction.

○ The option to participate in the full remote instructional model is still

available for families.

■ If you would like your child to remain as a remote learner, please

complete and submit this form no later than Friday, March 26.

○ School Hours - 8:40am - 3:25pm

● Further communication will be coming from your child’s building principal.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe2aYUo4HGF9INZugu3_ADV85XLpt6kKIMQLGgLd9I0dHUpKw/viewform?usp=sf_link


Spring Break: Spring Break is scheduled to take place from Friday, April 2 through

Friday, April 9, 2021.  Instruction for students will resume on Monday, April 12.

We recognize that a number of staff and students will travel outside of the state/region

and gather with families during Spring Break. As per New Jersey’s Travel Advisory,

individuals who travel outside of the state/region need to quarantine upon their return

to New Jersey.

Please click HERE for information regarding New Jersey’s Travel Advisory. COVID-19

Update.

Please continue to keep us informed about household illnesses, positive COVID-19

cases, and exposures. Contact your school nurse to report any information. As always,

please keep your child home if they are sick AND keep them home if

someone else in your household is sick.

The staff and administration have worked tirelessly to keep students healthy and safe.

We thank all parents and community members who have done their part in doing the

same when students are not in school.   We understand the challenges of enforcing

COVID restrictions within your homes, but implore you to continue to do so. COVID is

still a threat to both public health and the educational process.  We appreciate your

support!

Stay safe and healthy.

https://covid19.nj.gov/faqs/nj-information/travel-and-transportation/are-there-travel-restrictions-to-or-from-new-jersey

